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SUBJECT: NICARAGUAN RESERVATIONS RE COLOMBIAN-COSTA RICAN 
MARITIME TREATY 

REF: MANAGUA 1379 

1 . FONMIN GONZALO FACIO TOLD CHARGE MARCH 23 THAT 
DURING HIS MARCH 22 VISIT TO MANAGUA HE DISCUSSED 
NICARAGUAN RESERVATIONS CONCERNING COSTA RICAN- 
COLOMBIAN MARITIME ZONE DELIMITATION TREATY WITH FONMIN 
MONTIEL. FACIO OBSERVED THAT NICARAGUAN POSITION NOT 
YET FIRMED UP BUT APPEARED TO INCLUDE FOLLOWING CON- 
SIDERATIONS: A) 1927 TREATY WITH COLOMBIA 
RECOGNIZING COLOMBIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER SAN ANDRES 
COULD BE DECLARED NULL AND VOID ON BASIS THAT U.S. 

MARINES OCCUPIED NICARAGUA AT THAT TIME AND FORCED 
NICARAGUA TO ENTER INTO THAT TREATY. B) AT TIME 

OF CONCLUSION OF 1927 TREATY, CONCEPT OF STATE TERRI- 
TORIAL RIGHTS OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS 
UNKNOWN. IT COULD BE ARGUED THAT WHILE IN 1927 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TREATY, NICARAGUA RECOGNIZED COLOMBIAN SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER SAN ANDRES, NICARAGUA DID NOT YIELD SOVEREIGN 
RIGHTS OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF. UNDER THIS CONCEPT, 

SAN ANDRES WOULD BE REGARDED AS A COLOMBIAN ISLAND 
LOCATED IN NICARAGUAN WATERS. 

2. MONTIEL REPORTEDLY CONCEDED TO FACIO THAT HE LACKED 
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EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT A CHARGE THAT U.S. HAD IMPOSED 1927 
TREATY ON NICARAGUA. HE SAID THAT IF SUCH EVIDENCE 
COULD BE DEVELOPED HE. MONTIEL, WOULD NOT 
HESITATE TO DENOUNCE THAT TREATY. 

3. MONTIEL ALSO MENTIONED QUITA SUENO QUESTION TO 
FACIO, ALLEGING THAT FORMER U.S. CLAIM TO QUITA SUENO 
AND PRESENT COLOMBIAN CLAIM LACKED MERIT BECAUSE QUITA 
SUENO OBVIOUSLY PART OF NICARAGUA’S CONTINENTAL SHELF. 
HE SAID GON WOULD NEVER ACCEPT COLOMBIAN CLAIM TO QUITA 
SUENO OR U.S. RENUNCIATION IN FAVOR OF COLOMBIA OF ITS 
FORMER CLAIM. 

KIT DAY 
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